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The barony of IVERK

Bessborough estate

Why started in the  1820s

Tithe wars and pre famine

Post famine and land wars. 

Early  1900’s

post emergency to now. 



IVERK    ? 





IVERK  pre-history  
 The  Iverni were one of celtic tribes who  invaded Eire 

500bc.

 The earliest reference to the pre-angelcised name of 
the area is Uibhe Eirc in Canon Carrigens volumes .

 The Barony  seems to have changed shape and 
leadership several times before the Normans  and was 

ruled by the local sept of the Oneill clan just before 
the Norman conquest.    Ref: Hugh o Neill who fought 
Cromwell in Clonmel.
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1820’s  on  forming a Farming society

 1812  - Lord Byron and lady caroline lamb
 1815  - Waterloo and the supremacy of the British 

empire.
 1816  - The year with no summer, famines
 The corn laws and the colonies.
 1823 - Daniel o connel and electoral reform
 RDS  and farming societies in Kilkenny.
 The ponsonbys live in Ireland, Bianconi. 
 The corn laws and ‘the colonies’ + slaves
 1825 oct 24th – Election year and IVERK farming 

society formed for  a show in 1926. 



Bessborough
/Kildalton



The IVERK show 
meeting 1828.



Bessborough





Samuel lewis 1837 – www.library ireland.com
FIDDOWN, a parish and village, in the barony of IVERK, county of KILKENNY, and province of LEINSTER, on the high road from 

Kilkenny to Carrick; containing, with the post-town of Pilltown (which is separately described), 4296 inhabitants, of which number, 
193 are in the village. This parish, the name of which is said to be derived from Fiodh, "a wood," and Doon, a "rath" or "fort," is 
bounded on the west by the river Lingawn, which is crossed by a good stone bridge, and on the south by the river Suir; it comprises 
10,485 statute acres, as applotted under the tithe act, and valued at £8145 per annum. The soil in some parts is of astonishing fertility, 
and there is no waste land; the system of agriculture has much improved within the last seven years, through the exertions of the 
Irish Farming Society. There are numerous limestone and sandstone quarries; and near Pilltown is a quarry of variegated grey 
marble, susceptible of a high polish. The village of Fiddown consists of 36 houses, and has fairs on April 25th, June 10th, Sept. 29th, 
and Nov. 30th. It is situated on the bank of the river Suir, which is navigable throughout the extent of the parish for vessels of large 
burden, and abounds with excellent salmon and trout. Besborough, the fine old mansion of the Earl of Besborough, and from which 
his lordship takes his title, is situated in a well-wooded park of more than 500 acres. The house, which is built of hewn blue 
limestone, is 100 feet in front by 80 in depth; the great hall is supported by four Ionic columns of Kilkenny marble, each of a single 
stone 10 1/2 feet high; it was erected in 1744 from a design of David Bindon, Esq., and contains a fine collection of pictures. The other 
seats are Belline, the elegant residence of W. W. Currey, Esq., surrounded by a beautiful demesne; Fanningstown, of J. Walsh, Esq.; 
Tyburoughny Castle, of M. Rivers, Esq.; Willmount, of G. Briscoe, Esq.; Cookestown, of J. Burnett, Esq.; Garrynarca, of N. 
Higinbotham, Esq.; and the glebe-house, of the Rev. W. Gregory. The living is a rectory and vicarage, in the diocese of Ossory, united 
by act of council, in 1689, to the rectories of Owning or Bewley, and Tubrid, and the rectories and vicarages of Castlane and 
Tipperaghney, and in the patronage of the Bishop: the tithes of the parish amount to £687, and of the benefice to £1228. The glebe-
house was built by aid of a gift of £100 and a loan of £1500 from the late Board of First Fruits, in 1817; the glebe comprises 48 acres. 
The church is situated in the village, on the site of an abbey, of which St. Maidoc or Momoedoc is said to have been abbot in 590: it is 
an ancient structure, handsomely fitted up by the late Earl of Besborough, and contains several monuments to the Ponsonby family, 
among which is one to Brabazon, first Earl of Besborough, who died in 1758, consisting of half-length figures of the earl and his 
countess, on a sarcophagus of Egyptian marble, under a pediment supported by four Corinthian columns and four pilasters of Sienna 
marble. In the R. C. divisions the parish forms part of the union or district of Templeorum; the chapel, a neat building, is at Pilltown. 
In the schools at Pilltown, an infants' school, and a national school at Tubbernabrona about 300 children are instructed: there are 
also a private school, in which are about 40 children, and two Sunday schools. Throughout the parish are ruins of several ancient 
churches, Danish forts, and druidical altars or cromlechs. Several vestiges of antiquity have been found at, Belline, and many are still 
to be seen in its immediate neighbourhood. The horns, with a great part of the skeleton, of a moose deer were found in a bed of soft 
marl, and are preserved at Besborough House.--See PILLTOWN.



1841 – Tithe wars.



1845 show





1845  
Challenges



The famine years and 1847

 Riots in carrick grain 
warehouses.  

 Famine relief grants 
organised.

 Emigration grants to the 
colonies received.

 Kilkenny rated 22nd  

 The need for better –
diversified farming.

 The 1847 Iverk Show was 
free to all and held on Oct 
19th !



1859 ‘one of 
the last agri
societies’
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1860  iRELAND



The land wars to 
1880

 Post famine

- Emmigration.

- Social issues. 

- Land change, 

 1870 Hay machine. 

 The bessborough report 
and 1881 land act 
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1897 Press report



1860 
Ireland



1860
Ireland



1860
Ireland



1860 
Servants



The 1900’s
 At the turn of the century, Captain Penrose, the 

estate agent, was the main organiser. His car 
carried an IP-2 registration and was then 
regarded as one of the wonders of the day.
During World War 1 the show continued as 
usual. Admission at one shilling (6 cent!) meant 
that attempts were made to scale the glass 
topped walls, but the vigilant ash-plant wielders 
foiled most efforts. Some old timers who 
claimed they had never missed a show did not 
get to the grounds as the local tavern 
intervened. With porter at 2p per pint business 
was brisk and, as arguments gathered more 
momentum, the Peelers from the barracks at 
Fiddown were quickly on the scene.
Erecting the Grand Stand for the jumping was a 
major operation where patrons paid 1/6 extra on 
show day. This stand, when dismantled, was 
later re-erected at the Tinnakilly Racecourse



1905 SHOW donkey 
race



The ‘troubles’

 Show was moved from bessborough
in 1920 after an anti-irish outburst 
by The earl.

 Bessborough house occupied in 1921 
and ransacked.

 Burned in 1923 and left derilect.



1925 
show 
results



Visit of the first president 1926
 To mark the 100th show the 

vist of W.T. Cosgrave who as 
an imprisioned Sinn fein 1916 
leader had been elected MP 
for Kilkenny  and later 
became President of the 
executive. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/da/WTCosgrave2.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/da/WTCosgrave2.jpg




The 1930’s & 40’s

 Trade wars with UK and farming challenge.

 Smaller shows were held at the back of the 
parochial house in Piltown.

 Show suspended in 1938 due to flooding.

 Small shows held in the late 40’s behind 
priests house.



The 1950’s
 The show was restablished by 

Muintir na tire in 1951 in St. 
Columbs hall showing flowers 
and fruit in the main.

 The commitee was re-
established and the show 
grew- see  1954 and 57 catalog.



1957





Animals 

 An amusing incident on that show evening was 
the announcement by Gerry Sullivan over the 
public address that Billy Breen's duck was lost, 
stolen or strayed. Billy himself was not amused. 
He evidently didn't mean ''maybe'' as he 
wielded his stick and demanded that his duck 
should be found or paid for. The remark that 
the duck being of the Indian Runner family had 
raced off to the local pub only added to Billy's 
ire. The tension was dispelled, however, as the 
gatemen reported that a duck had hit off down 
the road. The crowds followed on Billy's heels as 
the show was now over and the bewildered bird, 
having run out of steam, was easily overpowered 
outside the local Inn.



A Commitee from the 60’s 



1970’s and 80’s

 The permanaent showgrounds
were acquired.

 The show was expanded etc. 





The president 1996





1990 to now
 Visit of Mary Robinson in 1996.

 Twinning with Carmarthen royal 
show in Wales 1997.





Why it has endured?
 The Bessborough family resided in Piltown until the late 1920s. 

The surrounding area was called the Barong of Iverk, from 
whence the show got its name. 
For many years people referred to the show as going to the Barony 
meeting. 

 The intentions of the starting of the show by the Bessborough
family were for the betterment of all the people of the Barony. 
There was a policy in Bessborough House of having a top class 
English farm manager at all times on the farm, and they played a 
major role in developing farming in the area.

 Silage was made for the Bessborough farm in 1922 and many 
other ideas came on stream. The quality of stock and vegetables 
were other major bonuses that came from these stewards.

 The show was founded on the basis of being non-political and 
non-sectarian; not too easy in the times that were in it, but the 
show survived all hiccups and kept on improving all through the 
1800s and up to the war, when the war and foot and mouth 
disease forced a stoppage for a few years. 

-Joe Malone  -President in letter to Farmers Journal 2000





Backup slides



The land wars  -Walter walsh




