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pOSt cmergency to now.




! IVERK 7






e -
IVERK pre-history

The Iverni were one of celtic tribes who invaded Eire
500bc.

The earliest reference to the pre-angelcised name of
the area is Uibhe Eirc in Canon Carrigens volumes .

The Barony seems to have changed shape and
leadership several times before the Normans and was

ruled by the local sept of the Oneill clan just before
the Norman conquest. Ref: Hugh o Neill who fought
Cromwell in Clonmel.
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barony

of
IVERK



The barons of IVERK s

1st Baron Iverk 1170-1215

I I f I
Bavid fitz Milo Henry fitz Milo Sir William fitz Mile Alan fitz Milo
2nd Baren Iverk le &rant, the Elder
b ' :
Mila fitz d le Grant Maurice fitz David David fitz David
3rd Baron Iverk of Dunkit
1247-1287
| | | | I | | m.!:
Milo Roger John  David Philip  William Nicholas Thomas
fitz Milo fitz Milo fitz Mile fitz Mile of K
le &rant Sth Baron Iverk Meilleur
#th Baron Iverk 1302-1320 of Polroan
1287-1302 m.Mabel
m.Matilda ‘ I
| | |
John Milo fitz Roger  Maurice David &rant John David Thomas Ral
no issue le &rant fitz David of Polrean Ballygurrin
diii3 of Dunkitt | 1314
| | | |
John Grant David &rant Adam Richard Robert

Polroan 1358 Pelroan 1359
s of David Meiller Corluddy 1365
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E MUNSTER ~ THE WEATHER—THE CROPS. PSR ET R e
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eminently serviceable to the general potato crop ;
aud the improvement 1n pastures, from this aus-
picious change of season, has been of essential im-
portance. We have taken pains to satisfy our-
selves as Lo the extent of this apparently decisive
and truly cheering ameliorution of our agricultyral
state, and it is with infinite satisfuction we are
enabled to report most {avourably of every quarter
of our county, in thisdeeplyinteresting particular.
The drought, we find, had been fur less severely
felt in most other counties of Lrelaud, principaily
from the peculior quality of our linestone-gravel
soil.

A veryintelligent correspondent has favoured
us with the following summary ofagriceltural pros-
pects, furnished by an attentive peisonal view of
crops throughout the county of Kilkenny :—

“ The late raias hive veen productive of a sist decided im-
nrewement in the patato crap, and if this should continue for a
fortnight lunger, and thatfiostashould not setin, the geneial or
main crop may Le expected 1o be x most pleatiful one.  Pastaies
are al<o asssunirg a mest refieshing and verdant appearance,
and the latter season for feeding and for duiry eatile, may be
expected to make consideraile nmends far the backwordness
occasioned, in these Lratai-s of agricultaral bbsiness, by tie
late unprecedented drouyht,  The spings, it may be hoped,
will goon send forth their strennis, and the cattle in consequence
may have suflicient water without a necessity of driving thwmn
ntvcstoit Hay mustbe scarce.  The wheats are all an hag.
ganl, and 3re x fine cenps, the quality good, sndthe quality full
an acverage.  Barley and oat crops huve not been so defcient
formuny vears, particnlarly the latter, which from the shortness
of the st:a=v could ot be resped, >l in consequence has
most instances been pulled by the rits.  Thismode of securing
corn 18 destructive, as the ciay attached to the roots cannot Le
separated from the emn, in threaking, and i1s i conseguence
wlm stunfitforany purpose but thatof seed.'”

Nince we recetved the preceding communication,
there has been a copious and we believe generul
fall of rain,

There is, certainly, abundant reason for congra-
tulating our rural friends, and the country at large,
on the providential change of weather within tne
last fortnight.  lu our corn market last Saturday
old oatssold at from 18s to 20s, and new oats
from 15s to 17s per barrcl.  Barley, 19s to

Bere 155 to 18s. Wheat, 28s to 31s per |
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1820’s on forming a Farming society

1812 - Lord Byron and lady caroline lamb

1815 - Waterloo and the supremacy of the British
empire.

1816 - The year with no summer, famines
The corn laws and the colonies.

1823 - Daniel o connel and electoral reform
RDS and farming societies in Kilkenny.
The ponsonbys live in Ireland, Bianconi.
The corn laws and ‘the colonies’ + slaves

1825 oct 24th — Election year and IVERK farming
society formed for a show in 1926.
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The IVERK sho
meeting 1828.

IVETK rarming Soci
(from the Waterf§d Mail) ety

The annual meeting of this Society was held at Piltown, on Monday October 6 1828

MICHAEL COX Esq, was in the Chair, when the followi
proposed, balloted for and admitted:- FRRLRINE MW TR ROLD

John H. Jones of Mullinabro; Joseph Hayden of Greenville: T
Carrick; F. Burnet of Cookstown; J.Burnet, ditto, Esqrs wikey, Tos "Wogan. of

The premiums were then allotted after a very strict and patient examination by the Judges.
Hereunder are a cross-sections of these premiums:

Green Crops:

1. For the best acre of drilled potatoes:
1st Class to Lord Vis. Duncannon - the Medal £2.0s.0d ;
2nd Class to Mr Coghlan of Jamestown £2.0s.0d ll

2. For the best acre of mangel wurzel: |
1st Class to Mr Michael Rivers of Tibroghney-the Medal |
No competition in 2nd Class |

Grain:

1. For the best and heaviest Winchester bushel of wheat:
Divided between Mr John Fahy Kilmanaghan and Mr John Reade of
Jamestown

2. For the best and heaviest Winchester bushel of oats:
To Mr Robert Blackmore of Kilmanagh

Implements:
To the farmer in the barony who shall show on the first Monday in October the best
appointed plough, harness and horses, all his own property:

To Mr Patrick Carrigan of Kilmacow £1.0s.0d

Stock: |
1. For the best draft sire the property of a farmer resident in the barony:

To Mr Patrick Comerford of Mondigue £2.0s.0d
2. For the best bull to have served 20 cows, the property of a resident farmer:

To Mr Edmund White of Mullinbeg £2.0s.0d

Additional Premiums: .
1. For the greatest portion of ground dug with a spade on a farm not exceeding five
acres Irish, no horse to be kept by said person:

To Mr Thomas Dillon of Bawngarrif £1.0s.0d

Cottages:
1. For neat clean cottages with wall enclosed gardens not kept for the accommodation i
of lodgers, the inhabitant not holding above five acres Irish: t
1. To William Hatchells Piltown 15s5.0d
2. To Widow Oats, Avenue 15s.0d
3. To Mary Carroll, Avenue 10s.0d
4. To Luke Powel, Piltown 10s.0d
5. To Hannah Wright, Piltown 5s.0d
6. To James Lahy, Piltown 5s.0d

R
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HEN the fourth

Earl of Bessbor-

ough, in Co. Kil-
tenny, inaugurated a
sompetition, more than a
sentury and a half ago, to
sncourage higher stand-
ards among local farmers,
ne can scarcely have
‘magined that it would one
jay grow to become the
sremier agricultural show
in Ireland.

Popularly known as
“The Piltown Show”, the
event today attracts thou-
sands of visitors and
competitors from all over
Great Britain and Ireland,
and the 1996 show will be
officially opened by Presi-
dent Mary Robinson. But,
back in the early part of
the nineteenth century,
events were on an alto-
gether more modest scale.

T ny’s Hotel, Piltown

(later to become well-
known as a museum and
Bianconi staging post). It
was decided to hold the in-
augural event on the third
'Thursday in September,
when most varieties of
apple would have their
ripe, rosy colour, And so, in
the autumn of the follow-
ing year, 1826, farmers
and orowers gathered to

* % %

HE first meeting
was held in Antho-

PILTOWN SHOW
THE OLDEST IN THE LAND

grown to include all vari-
eties of flowers, fruit and
vegetables. A livestock sec-
tion was introduced and
judges were brought in
from far afield to select pri-

 Edward Power reflectsion Ireland’s
" Premier Agricultural Show

Piltown.- The torrential
rains of 1938 proved disas-
trous. The show was

‘abandoned during the war

years, and revived once
more in 1947,

once more in popularity,
and attracted visitors from
far and wide.

In the 1970s, the pur-
chase of a permanent ve-
nue for the show secured
#e Miture and the event




Samuellewis 1837 — www.libraryiireland.com ==

FIDDOWnd village, in the barony of Ivm, and province of LEINSTER, on the high road from

—Kilkenny to Carrick; containing, with the post-town of Pilltown (which is separately described), 4296 inhabitants, of which number,
193 are in the village. This parish, the name of which is said to be derived from Fiodh, "a wood," and Doon, a "rath" or "fort," is
bounded on the west by the river Lingawn, which is crossed by a good stone bridge, and on the south by the river Suir; it comprises
10,485 statute acres, as applotted under the tithe act, and valued at £8145 per annum. The soil in some parts is of astonishing fertility,
and there is no waste land; the system of agriculture has much improved within the last seven years, through the exertions of the
Irish Farming Society. There are numerous limestone and sandstone quarries; and near Pilltown is a quarry of variegated grey
marble, susceptible of a high polish. The village of Fiddown consists of 36 houses, and has fairs on April 25th, June 10th, Sept. 29th,
and Nov. 3oth. It is situated on the bank of the river Suir, which is navigable throughout the extent of the parish for vessels of large
burden, and abounds with excellent salmon and trout. Besborough, the fine old mansion of the Earl of Besborough, and from which
his lordship takes his title, is situated in a well-wooded park of more than 500 acres. The house, which is built of hewn blue
limestone, is 100 feet in front by 8o in depth; the great hall is supported by four lonic columns of Kilkenny marble, each of a single
stone 10 1/2 feet high; it was erected in 1744 from a design of David Bindon, Esq., and contains a fine collection of pictures. The other
seats are Belline, the elegant residence of W. W. Currey, Esq., surrounded by a beautiful demesne; Fanningstown, of ]J. Walsh, Esq.;
Tyburoughny Castle, of M. Rivers, Esq.; Willmount, of G. Briscoe, Esq.; Cookestown, of ]. Burnett, Esq.; Garrynarca, of N.
Higinbotham, Esq.; and the glebe-house, of the Rev. W. Gregory. The living is a rectory and vicarage, in the diocese of Ossory, united
by act of council, in 1689, to the rectories of Owning or Bewley, and Tubrid, and the rectories and vicarages of Castlane and
Tipperaghney, and in the patronage of the Bishop: the tithes of the parish amount to £687, and of the benefice to £1228. The glebe-
house was built by aid of a gift of £100 and a loan of £1500 from the late Board of First Fruits, in 1817; the glebe comprises 48 acres.
The church is situated in the village, on the site of an abbey, of which St. Maidoc or Momoedoc is said to have been abbot in 590: it is
an ancient structure, handsomely fitted up by the late Earl of Besborough, and contains several monuments to the Ponsonby family,
among which is one to Brabazon, first Earl of Besborough, who died in 1758, consisting of half-length figures of the earl and his
countess, on a sarcophagus of Egyptian marble, under a pediment supported by four Corinthian columns and four pilasters of Sienna
marble. In the R. C. divisions the parish forms part of the union or district of Templeorum; the chapel, a neat building, is at Pilltown.
In the schools at Pilltown, an infants' school, and a national school at Tubbernabrona about 300 children are instructed: there are
also a private school, in which are about 40 children, and two Sunday schools. Throughout the parish are ruins of several ancient
churches, Danish forts, and druidical altars or cromlechs. Several vestiges of antiquity have been found at, Belline, and many are still
to be seen in its immediate neighbourhood. The horns, with a great part of the skeleton, of a moose deer were found in a bed of soft
marl, and are preserved at Besborough House.--See PILLTOWN.
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1841 — Tithe wars.
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1845 show
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Riots in carrick grain
warehouses.

Famine relief grants
organised.

Emigration grants to the
colonies received.

Kilkenny rated 22"d

The need for better —
diversified farming.

The 1847 Iverk Show was
free to all and held on Oct
19th |
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1859 ‘one of
the last agri
societies’
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1860 IRELAND




EMIGRATION FROM CO. KILKENNY, 1851-82

~__Thetand wars to

1880

Post famine
- Emmigration.
- Social issues.

7000 7

6000

5000 T'e

4000

3000

2000

1000

0

1851 1853 1855 1857

- Land change,

1870 Hay machine.

The bessborough report

and 1881 land act

FOR 1870.

T. POWER & SON, KILKENNY,

AVE a Large Stock of the most improved MACIIINES, simitable for this and Harvest

Scasons, which they offer on the Lest terms. Every lmplament quarasteed,  The Stack
includes MowiNa anp Hearisc Maciinee, Honsy Rakes, ITavp Naces, Hat Truvokss,
PouTivre Loinzks, DorsLs a¥D $156iE Diite Lukair Sowens, Laws Mowrus, Protous,
Hainprwa Ao
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At the turn of the century, Captain Penrose, the
estate agent, was the main organiser. His car
carried an IP-2 registration and was then
regarded as one of the wonders of the day.
During World War 1 the show continued as
usual. Admission at one shilling (6 cent!) meant
that attempts were made to scale the glass
topped waﬁs, but the vigilant ash-plant wielders
foiled most efforts. Some old timers who
claimed they had never missed a show did not
get to the grounds as the local tavern
intervened. With porter at 2p per pint business
was brisk and, as arguments gathered more
momentum, the Peelers from the barracks at
Fiddown were quickly on the scene.

Erecting the Grand Stand for the jumping was a
major operation where patrons paid 1/6 extra on
show day. This stand, when dismantled, was
later re-erected at the Tinnakilly Racecourse



/
1905 SHOW donkey
race
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The ‘troubles’

Show was moved from bessborough

in 1920 after an anti-irish outburst
by The earl.

Bessborough house occupied in 1921
and ransacked.

Burned in 1923 and left derilect.



1925
show
results



Visit of the first president 1926

To mark the 100t show the
vist of W.T. Cosgrave who as
an imprisioned Sinn fein 1916
leader had been elected MP
for Kilkenny and later
became President of the
executive.


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/da/WTCosgrave2.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/da/WTCosgrave2.jpg




The 1930’s & 40’s

Trade wars with UK and farming challenge.

Smaller shows were held at the back of the
parochial house in Piltown.

Show suspended in 1938 due to flooding.

Small shows held in the late 40’s behind
priests house.
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The 1950’s
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The show was restablished by
Muintir na tire in 1951 in St.
Columbs hall showing flowers
and fruit in the main.

The commitee was re-
established and the show
grew- see 1954 and 57 catalog.
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SHOW DANCE

- on -

After the Show—

SHOW NIGHT IN MOONCOIN HALL

Admission ....... 3/6.

TO OUR EXHIBITORS

ENTRIES in all Classes, accompanied by requisite fees, will be
acknowledged per return. We shall accept entries up to
Tuesday, 22nd August, but on no account can we accept
entries after that date, as all data will then be in the hands of

our printers.

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS

We thank all our Committee Members and others who have
subscribed so generously since our revival effort. A full list
of 1956 subscriptions will appear in our Catalogue. Sub-
scriptions should be given to Treasurer, or will be accepted on

his behalf by the Secretary,

IVERK FARMING SOCIETY

President:
LOUIS DOWLEY, P.C., Tybroughney, Carrick-on-Suir,
Vioe-Presidents:

MAJOR D. MacCALMONT. M.F.H., Mount Jullet, Thomastown.
MRS, MARY ARCHDALE MORRIS. M.F.H., Clonmore House, Piltown.
CHARLES BLACQUE. Esq., ALH.. Castietown, arrick-on-Suir.

J. J. WALSH. Esq.. P.C., Proprietor, © Munster Express,” Waterford.

Committee:
Venerable Archdeacon Comerford. PP.: Mrs. T. O'Shea.
Mre O'Shea, Ardclone; Mrs. Hawe; Mrs, O'Sullivan,

Michael Kinsella, M.C.C.; Richard O'Shea,
Reid. Thomas O'Shea. Jack Duggan, Shaun
Carroll. George Daniels, Willlam Hennebry, James Cooney, John
Brophy, Thomas Leahy, Jack Walsh, James Dunne, John Hearne.
Fd. Comerford. Ger. O'Sullivan, Michael Colfer, James Doran, Edward
Norris, John Madden. Tom Flelding. M.C.C.: Peter Aylward. Michael
O'Neill, Michael Curran. Thomas Walsh, Miss Norris, Mrs. Walsh, R.
Anthony. Bob Duggan. Patrick Shee. John Mullins, Ed. Duggan, Jack
Butler, D. Burke, Major and Mrs, Jacob. Patrick Hearne, Denis Mc-
Carthy, Tom Shea. Miss Carroll, Sam Tobin, P. Aviward, J. Norris, J.
Kelly, W. Breen, E Stephenson, Major Murray Smith, J. Carroll, John
Carroll (Fiddown), Matty Brennan. Tom Hughes, Paddy Comerford.
Atichael Costello, J. A, Finnigan.

Michael Walsh, M.C.C:
Martin Maher, Thomas

Hon. Treasurer:
JACK DUGGAN.

Hon., Seoretary:
D. O DONACHU, Pillown

SHOW REVIVAL
The signal suceess of our Show Revival is due to the voluntary act-
fve co-operation of Mooncoin and Templeorum Macra na Feirme and the

Piltown Guilds of Muintir Na Tire and 1.C.A. We, accordingly, sincerely
thank the said organisations. ' ]

TRADE EXHIBITS

Space is available on Show Grounds at rates according to area
of ground required. Application for Stands should be made
to the Secretary not later than 15th August. Firms who
accept space are invited to come and choose their sites early

in Show Week.



TOM REID,
GARRYGAUG,
MULLINAVAT,

CO KILKENNY

Jack Kearns learnt re-
cently, while talking to
Tom Reid, that Tom
was 92 years of age and
that he had first com-
peted in the Iverk Show
in 1924. The Show, was
then held in the Bessbor-
ough Grounds, which is
now Kildalton College.
The jumping event he
pqrtlcipnlcd in com-
prised of a Single Bank,
a Double Bank, a Stone
Wall, a Water Jump and
a Bush Fence.

In those days there
were competitions for
horses, cattle, pigs, poul-
try and farm produce.

In 1926 W.T. Cos-
grave, the then Taoi-
seach, visited the Iverk
Show.

On a beautiful Show Day in 1928 the very ¢ s Pi
prf;_vidcd cntcr;acinmcm rory the crowds. PRy RNl Rl ke e

om remembers well that Mrs. Marshall and Mrs C rosbie rode side
:;c‘l:(l:k: ::;::.xh.n there were competitions for trotting ponies and back-to-

Tom Reid became a very active committee member o the Ivi
and he manned one of the two entrances on Show Day.r At lll‘l‘: rtll‘nsmh?l:z
entry fee was 1 shilling. He then went on to become Chief Steward, a
position that he occupied until a couple of years ago. Tom comes to the
Show every year to keep an eye on the ‘young fellas’ that took over and
o Pr;mkc sure that lfhcy are doing the job right.

¢ was a guest of our president, Joe Malone, recently for a photo call

and the spread put on by Joe gave us ? R
e lalkpof . n':cs goncyby. gave us the welcomed opportunity to hear

8  Friday, 12th November, 1999

e ——————

e ————
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Echoes from
Kilkenmny

South

OBITUARY:

The funcral of Jerry
O'Donoghue took place
last Wednesday. A very
large attendance filled the
Church of The Assump-
ton in Piltown, County
Kilkenny.

Jerry was the long ser-
ving Iverk Show Secretary.
and Piltown National
School teacher, who died
on Monday, Ist Novem-
ber, aged §8 years in Ro-
sario Nursing Home,
Waterford.

Pupils from his old
reaching school, the Pil-
town National School at-
tended and contributed to
the offertory, music ic-
companiment and singing
in what was a most moving
ceremony.

Fr. Moore spoke most
cloquently of Gerry's Vir-
tues, He was o great ser-
vant 1o the community.

It was All Sait’s Day
that saw him go over the
finishing line after a long
life. He came as o teacher
to the village. His knowl-
edge as o teacher was well
known and he also brought
his skills to the hurEing

"l RO YT e

Jerry

0’Donoghue

(Piltown)

fary, A very charitable
man. he helped out those
without looking for praise.

Piltown schoolchildren
did some of the readings
referring to his character-
istics, such as learning and
sport, civie spint and local
government, which en-
hanced the community
and filled with enthusiasm
and idealism.

At the Offertory Pro-
cession, an Iverk Show flag

a4+ a2k o nloan

™

and a book on De Valera,
as Gerry loved politics.

At the end of the Mass,
Philip Walsh, spoke on
behalf of the family. He
mentioned how he got hur-
ling going in the village
among the younger generd-
tion. He was instrumental
in the revival of the Iverk
Show and put great work
in it at & ume when t
were no mobile phones,
internet or even direct tele-
phone dialling at Piltown.

He never took no for
an answer, Iverk would not
be what it is today without
Jerry O'Donoghue, who
epitomised the enthusiasm
and sense of community
behind the show.

As a Councillor, he
crossed the political divide
even though he only served
the one term as a Fianna
Fail councillor.

It was a pleasure to
have known him.

Jo¢ Malone addressed
those at the graveside and
thanked everyone for com-
ing, particularly those
from far aficld such as
Gerry's relatives in West
Cork, Irish Show Associa-
o ebers from Wicks

|
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An amusing incident on that show evening was

Animals the announcement by Gerry Sullivan over the
public address that Billy Breen's duck was lost,
stolen or strayed. Billy himself was not amused.
He evidently didn't mean "maybe" as he
wielded his stick and demanded that his duck
should be found or paid for. The remark that
the duck being of the Indian Runner family had
raced off to the local pub only added to Billy's
ire. The tension was dispelled, however, as the
gatemen reported that a duck had hit off down
the road. The crowds followed on Billy's heels as
the show was now over and the bewildered bird,
having run out of steam, was easily overpowered
outside the local Inn.

—
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IVERK SHOW LTD.

Telephone : 051-43121
163rd YEAR

OFFICERS:

Prasident:
D. O'NEILL-FLANAGAN, Belline, Piltown.

Chairman:
JOE MALONE, Belline

First Vice-President: .
MR. J. J. WALSH, P.C., Chairman, "Munster Express,” Waterford

VERY REV. JOHN WOODS, P.P., Piltown,
REV. FRANCIS GRACE, P.P., Mooncoin.
TOM REID
MR, MICHAEL CURRAN, Mainstown, Carrick-on-Suir.
J. J. DORAN, Mooncoin.

COMMITTEE:

Mrs. T. O'Shea, James Dunne, John Hearne, Michel Colfer, Sam Tobin, P.
Ayiward, W. Breen, E. Stephenson, J, J. Carroll, J. A. Finegan, E. Norris, P. Bowe,
T. Tobin, T. Walsh, J. Knox, W, Walsh, T. Kenneally, Ed. Walsh, H. Bowers, Tom
Dowley. B. Blackmora. F. Comaerford, Ed. Maher, Jim Walsh, Billy Dwyer, A,
Phelan, Jas. Kinsella, Dick Dalton, Dick Murphy, S. Healy, M. Conlon, P. Walsh,
Ed. Blackmore, Joe Kiely, John Crowlay, T. Foskin, T. Delahunty, A. Cooney, Jim
Delahunty, Andy McCarthy, Earmonn Vereker, Claus Dunphy, P. Coffey, T. Cud-
dihy, Peter Walsh, Jim Byrne, Sean Norris, Tom Bowe, R. Dowley, Matty Walsh,
Mrs. Kitty Byrne, Donal Norris, John Joe Kinsella, Tom Purcell, Michael
O’Hanlon, John Maher, M.C.C., Plerce Barry, Tom Daniels, E. Corcoran, H.
Fitzgerald, John Ryan, Michael O'Brien, May Moran, lan Corcoran, John Kinsella,
Mrs. Elizabeth Malone. P, Duggan, John Duggan, John Dwyer, R, Doherty, Mrs.
Coffey, Mrs. B. Blackmore, Mrs. Doran, Mrs. B. Kenneally, N. Stephenson, Mrs.
J. O'Donoghue, Mrs. Dalton, Mrs. Leahy, Mrs. Norris, Miss B. Norris, Mrs. M.
Duggan, Mrs, T. Purcell, Mrs. Nan Kearns, Elizabeth Storey, T. Fitzgerald. N.
Storey, John O'Shea, John Cummins and Jim Kearns,
Joint Hon, Secretaries:

J. O'DONOGHUE, tel. 43121,
MICHAEL BRENNAN, tel. 43513,

Hon. Auditor:
RAYMOND ANTHONY & CO., Carrick-on-Suir.

Hon, Treasurers:
E. MEADE and ED. NORRIS

Hon. Medical Officers:
DR. JOHN FLANAGAN and DR, CORCORAN

Hon. Legal Advisor:
PAT BURKE, Carrick-on-Suir, tel. 051-43121,

SECURITY;
Norman Storey

Margaret Walsh, The Eims, Convent Road, Cuhir
Foal by Bustinetto. Dam: Light House

Jack Kesms, Tobernusbrone, Piltown

Ch. Filly. Sire: Kildalton Gold

Capt. A. C. Tupper, Lyrath, Kilkenny

M. Doyle, Borris, Co. Carlow

£ 5 2

SUPPORT OUR RAFFLE DONORS

Care your car . . .
By consulting

FOYLE'S
OF PILTOWN

REPAIRS BY TRAINED PERSONNEL
Telephone: 051/43125

ENTERPRISE KITCHENS
FOR QUALITY,VALUE & DESIGN

|

WE SUPPLY AND FiT SOLID
MAHOGANY, OAK, PINE &
LAMINATE KITCHENS

Planning and Design.
Estimates Free.

ALSO A RANGE OF KITCHEN
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES

ENTERPRISE HOMECARE
AND D.LY. CENTRE

/] TIMBER,
FOR ALL YOUR WALLPAPER, PAINT, TIL'ES.
TOOLS, CURTAIN RAILS AND POLES, PICTURES, MIRRORS
IF THEY MAKE IT, WE'VE GOT IT!
Opening Hours: Mon. - Thurs., Sat. 9 to0 6.
Friday 9 - 9.

ARUNDEL SQUARE, WATERFORD. Tel.: 051-75791
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. — Visit of Mary Robinson in1996.

1990 to now ° Twinning with Carmarthen royal
show in Wales 1997.
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— Why it has endured?

The Bessborough family resided in Piltown until the late 1920s.
The surrounding area was called the Barong of Iverk, from
whence the show got its name.

For many years people referred to the show as going to the Barony
meeting.

The intentions of the starting of the show by the Bessborough
family were for the betterment of all the people of the Barony.
There was a policy in Bessborough House of having a top class
English farm manager at all times on the farm, and they played a
major role in developing farming in the area.

Silage was made for the Bessborough farm in 1922 and many
other ideas came on stream. The quality of stock and vegetables
were other major bonuses that came from these stewards.

The show was founded on the basis of being non-political and
non-sectarian; not too easy in the times that were in it, but the
show survived all hiccups and kept on improving all through the
1800s and up to the war, when the war and foot and mouth
disease forced a stoppage for a few years.

-Joe Malone -President in letter to Farmers Journal 2000
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The land wars -Walter walsh

especially with regard to soil cultivation and crop rotation. For example on
the Baker estate at Ballytobin, Callan in 1848, fifty-seven tenants glrr’ned
a.bout 2,100 acres, the greater portion of which was devoted to tillage, par-
ticularly wheat. Coming in the immediate wake of the Great Fami%le) pthe
landlord, Mr A, W. Baker, was concerned regarding the quality of corn ’ ro-
duce due to bad practices. One tenant (James Fleming), despite havin lzev—
enteen acres of wheat, sixteen acres of oats, two acres of barley, ten ac%es of
peas and three of meadow, was regarded (due to poor crop rota’tion) as ‘not
having sufficient produce to meet his rent’. Another tenant (Pat Cz:m ion)
made no effort at cleaning and ploughed a weed infested clover ﬁell)d in
preparation for a wheat crop.? The problem of weeds was so bad in the 1 850s
that some of the larger landlords in Co, Kilkenny kept detailed records or;
the farming habits of their tenants. Op the Wandesforde estate in Fassadinin
for example, a record of tidiness of fields and ditches in each townland was
kept at the estate office and defaulting tenants were regularly warned.

Bad fal"m practices also prevailed elsewhere in the county. What we.re stat-
ed to be ‘Commissioners of the Farmers Gazerte visited Kilkenny in 1857
and, while commenting favourably on farm methods on some }l’andlords’

demesnes, were very critical of crop rotation by many tenant farmers in the
south and east of the county:

Whea; al&er wheat is too much the general rule. We observed here and there
some fields that had been laid down to grass after undergoing a long course of
such treatment: result, the sown pastures burnt up and barren

1}1;1 other}areas they noti'ced bad practice such as ‘pulling up the stubbles by
the roots’ before ploughing, but reserved their most critical comment for the

total negl i 2 i {
in; neglect of weeding and poor preparation of the ground for spring sow-

We seldom felt the importance of this operarion more strongly than we did dur-
Ing our recent visit to Kilkenny. The weather beautiful, the harvest gathered ir;lt

the yards, the horses scampering through the fields in perfect idlen%ss the st bo
bles c9vered with a profusion of weeds, nothing else particularly ressi,n on ;lh-
atrenFton of the farmers, and yet, we didn’t see even an attem t n? ol : :
and lighten the labours of the spring,!! prmde o prepare

9 Obscn’ati‘ons’ in estate
( s account books regarding vari ants .
i —— Mosom(l)zgoa)l‘dmg various tenants on the Baker estate, Callan, Co. Kilkenny

10 Record of tidines i
o e:ﬂ tu;hgn_egs of;he Iand_ (weeds, ditches etc) in each townland on the Wandesforde estate, Castlec
B [;] z]j(; (T\‘.L,I;, Wandesforde papers, MS 35541(2)). e
e of’v\rged lcntreli:l/ quofn‘ng from a recent issue of the Farmer’s Gazette a short time previously. The
Dol e Gtzn 0, ]u‘ops appeared to be general throughour Ireland at the time. Sir William
) neral, in presenting the agricultural statistics for 1859 to the Lord Lieutenant,

s 2
o ) :
drew attention in the General Report (p. vii ) to this recurring problem.

o

-

Some landlords, however, were already endeavouring to bring abourt change.
The formation of farming societies many years before was undoubtedly one
of the main initiators of better farming practice. A ‘Kilkenny Farming
Society’ was holding meetings in Kilkenny City in 1814 and although
reported to be poorly attended by both landlords and tenants, was still func-
tional in 1838." Its objectives were broadly representative of the aims of
other farming societies that followed in later years. These included:

The advancement of the farming and labouring classes, the introduction of an
improved system of agriculture and the perfect breeding and management of
catle, horses and sheep in the three baronies of Galmoy, Crannagh and
Fassadinin but with an intention to extend the influence of the society over the

entire county.

Another, the Iverk Farming Society, was founded in 1826 under the patron-
age of the Earl of Bessborough in the south of the county.” The influence of
farming societies spread further afield. In 1841, four societies, those of
Inistioge, Callan, Galmoy and the Iverk Society in Piltown (all promoted by
landlords) were known to be functioning.” By 1849, due no doubt to the
pressure and hardships of the preceding years, the Inistioge Farming Society
was stated to be ‘almost the only agricultural society in our county’.* Its sur-
vival may be attributed to the efforts and energy of the local landlord,
William E Tighe, whose father (also William) had written extensively of
farming practices in his Statistical observations relative to Co. Kilkenny made
in the years 1800 and 1801."" Other local landlords quickly followed Tighe’s
example. Gowran Castle, the seat of Viscount Clifden, was the venue for the
commencement of a more central farming society for the barony of Gowran
in 1850.* Its annual farming competitions, patronised for the most part by
landlords, land agents and strong farmers from the barony at what became
known as ‘the Gowran Show’, heralded a new era in efforts at all types of
farm improvement. An increased emphasis was placed on stockbreeding and
better forms of soil cultivation. Novel inventions to lighten farm work were
occasionally displayed. In 1851 for example, Major Bushe, a local landlord,
displayed a new machine for cutting turnips, which had been made by his
estate carpenter.” It would appear that the impetus for the operation of farm-
ing societies around 1850 stemmed from the Loan Improvements Act of

12 KM, 8 Jan. 1814.

13 KJ, 22 Sept. 1838.

14 KM, 25 Oct. 1873.

15 KJ, 1 Dec. 1841.

16 Tbid., 4 Oct. 1849.

17 Tighe, Statistical observations relative to the county of Kilkenny.
18 K7, 19 Oct. 1850.

19 1Ibid., 8 Oct. 1851.
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